- 


GIFT  OF 
Deborah  King 


I 


University  of  California  •  Berkeley 


THE 


FRENCH     CONSTITUTION, 


REVISED,  AMENDED,  AND  FINALLY  DECREED, 


BY     THE 


4SSEMBLr. 


'efented  to  the  KING  on  the  3d,  and  Accepted  by  him  on  the 
1 3th  of  September,   1791. 


PHILADELPHIA: 
PRINTED  BY  WILLIAM  YOUNG,. No.  52,  SECOND-STREET; 

THE   CORNER    OF   CHESNUT-STREET,' 


M,DCC,XCI, 


THE 

FRENCH     CONSTITUTION. 


Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  a  Man,  and  a  Citizen. 

TH  E  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  France,  formed  into  a  national  aflembly, 
cor.fickring  that  ignorance,  forgetfulnefs,  or  contempt  of  the  rights  of  men, 
are  the  fole  caufes  of  public  grievances,  and  of  the  corruption  of  government,  have  re- 
f olved  to  e::hibit,  in  a  folemn  declaration,  the  natural,  unalier;a.ble,  and  facred  rights 
of  man  :  in  order  that  this  declaration,  ever  prefent  to  all  the  membersuf  the  focial 
body,  may  uiceifantly  remind  them  of  their  rights  and  of  their  duties  ;  to  the  end  that 
the  a<5b  of  the  legillative  power,  and  thofe  of  the  executive  power,  being  every  mo- 
ment compared  with  the  end  of  all  political  inftitutions,  may  acquire  the  more  relpedl; 
in  order  alfo  that  the  remonftrances  of  the  ritizens,  founded  henceforth  on  fmiple  and 
inconteftable  principles,  may  ever  tend  to  mantain  the  conftitution,  and  to  promote 
the  general  good. 

For  this  reafon  the  national  afTembly  recognizes  and  declares,  in  the  prefence  and 
under  the  aufpices  of  the  Supreme  Being,  the  following  rights  of  a  man  and  a 
citizen  : 

I.  All  men  are  born,  and  remain,  free  and  equal  in  rights  :  focial  diftin&ions  can- 
not be  founded  but  on  common  utility. 

II-  The  end  of  all  political  afiociations  is  the  prefervation  of  the  natural  and  im- 
prcfcriptible  rights  of  man  :  thefe  rights  are  liberty,  property,  fecurity,  and  refiftance 
againft  oppreiTum. 

I1F.  The  principle  of  fovereignty  refides  eflentially  in  the  nation  :  no  body  of  men, 
no  individual,  can  exercife  an  authority  that  does  n«t  emanate  expresfly  from  that 
fource 

IV.  Liberty  confifts  in  the  power  of  doing  every  thing  except  that  which  is  hurt- 
ful to  another  :  hence,  the  exercife  of  the  natural  rights  of  every  man  has  no  other 
bounds  than  thofe  that  are  necefiary  to  enfure  to  the  other  members  of  fociety,  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fame  rights  :  thofe  bounds  can  be  determined  by  the  law  only. 

V.  The  law  has  a  right  to  forbid  thofe  aliens  alone  that  are  hurtful  to  fociety 

"Whatever  is  not  forbidden  by  tiie  law  cannot  be  hindred  ;  and  no  perfon  can  be  con- 
ftrained  to  do  that  which  the  law  ordaineth  not. 

VI.  The  law  is  the  exprefilon  of  the  general  will  ;  all  the  citizens  have  a  right  to 
c»»nc«r  personally,  or  by  tLfir  reprefentatives,  in  the  formation  of  the  law  :  it  ought 
to  be  the  fame  for  all,  whether  it  protect  or  whether  it  punifh.     All  citizens  being 
equal    in  the    eye  of  the   law,  are  equally  admimblc  t  >  public  honours,  places,  and 
offices,  according  to  their  capacity,  and  without  any  other  diftin&ion  but  that  of  their 
virtues  or  their   talents. 

VII.  No  man  can  be  accufed,  arrcfted, or  detained,  except  in  cafes  determined  by 
the  law,  and  according  to  the  forms  which  the  law  hath  prefcribcd-     Thofe   who  fo- 
licit,  difpatch,  execute,  or  caufe  to  be  executed,  arbitrary  orders  ought  to  be  punifbed; 
but  every  citizen  that  is  fummoncd,  or  feized,  in  virtue  of  the  law,  ought  to  obey  in- 
flantly— he  becomes  culpable  by  refinance. 

VIII.  The  law  ought  to  efcablifh  fuch  punifiiments  only  as  are  flriclly  and  evident- 
lv  necefiary,  and  no  perfon  can  be  punifhed,  but   in  virtue  of  a  law  eilabliflied  and 
promulgated  prior  to  the  offence,  and  legally  applied. 

IX-  Every  man  being  prefumed  innocent  till  fuch  time  as  he  has  been  declared 
puilty,  if  itfhali  be  r'eemed  absolutely  neceiTary  to  arrefl  a  man,  every  kind  of  rigour 
employed,  not  ncceffary  to  iecare  his  perfon,-  ought  to  be  fcverely  reprefied  by  the 
law. 

X.  No  perfon  fhall  be  tnolefled  for  his  opinions,  even  fuch  ns  are  religious,  provid- 
ed t-hat  the  maniicftaticii  of  thofe  opinions  does  not  diiturb  the  public  order  eilablifh- 
ed  by  the  law. 

XI  The  free  communication  of  thought,  and  of  opinion,  is  one  of  the  incft  pre- 
cious rights  of  man.  Every  citizen,  therefore,  may  fnc'.y  fpeafc,  write,  and  publiih 
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his  fentiments;  fubje<St  however,  to  anfwer  for  the  abufe  of  that  liberty,  in  cafes  de» 
tcrmined  by  the  law. 

XII.  The  guarantee  of  the  rights  of  man   and  the  citizen  involves   a  neceflity  of 
of  public  force  :  this  force  is  then  inftituted  for  the  advantage  of  all,  and  not  for  the 
particular  utility  of  thofe  to  whom  it  is  confided. 

XIII.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  public  force,  and  for  the  expences  of  admiriif- 
tration,  a  common  contribution  is  indifpenfably  neceffary  :  this  contribution  fliould 
be  equally  divided  amongft  all  the  citizens,  in  proportion  to  their  abilities. 

XiV.  Every  citizen  has  a  right,  by  hi mf elf,  or  by  his  reprefentatives,  to  decid«J 
concerning  the  neceiuty  of  the  public  contribution  ;  to  confent  to  it  freely,  to  look 
after  the  employment  of  it  :  to  determine  the  quantity,  the  diftribution,  the  collec* 
tion,  and  duration. 

XV.  Society  has  a  right  to  demand  from  every  public  agent,  an  account  of  his  ad* 
miniftration. 

XVI.  That  fociety  in  which  the  guarantee  of  rights  is  not  allured,  nor  thevfepara- 
feion  of  powers  determined,  has  no  conftitution. 

XVII.  Property  being  a  right  inviolable  and  facred,  no  perfon  can  be  deprived  of 
it,  except  when  the  public  neceility,  legally  afcertained,  mall  evidently  require  it,  and 
on  condition  of  a  juil  and  previous  indemnification. 

THE     NATIONAL     ASSEMBLY, 

meaning  to  eftablim  the  French  conftitution  on  the  principles  recognized  and  declar- 
ed above,  abolifhes,  irrevocably,  the  inftitutions  that  injured  liberty  and  equality  o£ 
rights. 

There  is  no  longer  nobility,  or  peerage,  or  hereditary  diftindlions,  or  diftimflions 
of  orders,  or  feudal  fyftem,  or  patrimonial  jurifdi&ions,  or  any  of  the  titles,  denomi- 
nations, and  prerogatives  derived  from  them,  or  any  orders  of  chivalry,  corporations 
»r  decorations,  for  which  proofs  of  nobility  were  required,  or  which  fuppofed  dillinc- 
tions  of  birth,  or  any  other  fuperiority,  but  that  of  public  ofikers  in  the  exercife  o£ 
their  funclions. 

No  public  office  is  any  longer  faleable  or  hereditary. 

There  is  no  longer,  for  any  part  of  the  nation,  or  for  any  individual,  any  privl* 
lege,  or  exception  to  the  common  right  of  all  Frenchmen. 

There  are  no  longer  wardenftiips,  or  corporations  of  profeflions,  arts,  and  crafts. 

The  law  no  longer  recognizes  religious  vows,  or  any  other  engagements  contrary 
to  natural  rights,  or  to  the  conftitution. 

HEAD       T. 

Fundament 'i I  difpofithns  guaranteed  by  the  confutation. 

The  conftitution  guarantees,  as  natural  and  civil  .rights  : 

I.  That  all  citizens  are  admiflible  to  places  and  employments,  without  any  d;{lih(!» 
tion  but  that  of  ability  and  virtue. 

3.  That  all  contributions  fhall  be  divided  equally  among  all  the  citizens,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  means. 

3.  That  the  fame  crimes  {hall  be  fubjecl  to  the  fame  punifhments,  without  any  dif- 
tindlion  of  perfon s. 

The  conftitution  in  like  manner  guarantees,  as  natural  and  civil  rights  :     '<    .!"•/ 

Liberty  to  all  men  ef  going,  (laying,  or  departing,  without  being  arrefted,  or  de- 
tained, but  according  to  the  forms  prcfcribed  by  the  conftitution  ; 

Liberty  to  all  men  of  fpeaking,  writing,  printing,  and  publifhing  their  thoughts, 
\vithout  having  their  writings  fubje6led  to  any  examination  or  infpedlion  before  pub- 
lication ;  and  of  cxercifing  the  religious  worihip  to  which  they  are  attached  ; 

Liberty  to  all  citizens  ef  aflcmbling  peaceably,  and  without  arms,  complying  with 
the  laws  of  police  ; 

Liberty  of  adurefiing  to  all  conftituted  authorities  petitions  individually  Cgned. 

The  legiflative  power  cannot  make  laws  that  infringe  or  impede  the  exercife  of 
the  natural  and  civil  rights  recorded  in  this  head,  and  guaranteed  by  the  conftitution  ; 
but  as  liberty  confifts  only  in  the  power  of  doing  whatever  neither  injures  the  rights 
•f  another  nor  the  pwblic  fafety,  the  law  may  eftabliih  penalties  againft  a,<5ls,  which, 
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attacking  either  the  public  fafcty  or  the  rights  of  others,  would  be  injurious  to 
fociety. 

The  conftitutien  guarantees  the  inviolability  of  property,  or  a  juft  and  previous  in- 
demnification for  that,  of  which  public  neceflity,  legally  proved,  fhall  require  the  fa» 
crifice. 

The  effe&s  deflined  to  the  expences  of  worfhip  and  fer  vices  of  public  utility,  belong 
to  the  nation,  and  are  at  all  times  at  its  difpofal. 

The  nation  preferves  and  affures  the  alienations  which  have  been,  and  which  lhall 
be  made,  according  to  the  form  eftublifhed  by  law. 

The  citizens  have  a  right  to  elect  or  choofe  the  minifters  of  their  worfhip. 

A  gensral  eftablifhment  of  public  fuccours  lhall  be  created  and  organized,  for  bring- 
ing up  defertcd  children,  relieving  the  infirm  poor,  and  providing  work  for  the  poor 
not  infirm,  who  cannot  procure  it  for  themfelves. 

A  public  inftitution  fhall  be  created  and  organized,  common  to  all  citizens,  gratui- 
tous with  regard  to  thofe  parts  of  tuition  indifpenfabie  for  all  men,  and  of  which  the 
eftablifhment  fhall  be  gradually  diflributed  in  a  proportion  combined  with  the  divifion 
of  the  kingdom. 

National  feflivals  fhall  be  eftahlifhed,  to  preferve  the  memory  of  the  French  revo- 
lution, maintain  fraternity  among  the  citizens,  and  attach  them  to  the  conflitution,  t» 
their  country,  and  to  the  laws. 

A  code  of  civil  law  fhall  be  framed  for  the  common  ufe  of  the  whole  kingdom. 

HEAD       If. 

Of  the  dhifion  of  ths  kingdom,  and  the  flats  of  citizen. 

I.  The  kingdom  is  one  and  indivifibie  :  its  territority,  for  adminiftration,  is  dif- 
tributed  into  eighty-three  departments,  each  department  into  uiftridls,  each  diltrift 
into  cantons. 

II.  Thofe  are  French  citizens, 

Who  are  born  in  France  of  a  French  father  ; 

Who,  having  been  born  in  France  of  a  foreign  fathsr,  have  fixed  their  refidence  in 
the  kingdom ; 

Who,  having  been  born  in  a  foreign  country,  of  a  French  father,  have  returned  to 
fettle  in  France,  and  have  taken  the  civic  oath  ; 

In  fine,  who  having  been  born  in  a  foreign  country,  being  defcended  in  whatever 
Degree  from  a  Frenchman  or  Frenchwoman,  having  left  their  country  from  religious 
motives,  come  to  refide  in  France,  and  take  the  civic  oath. 

III.  Thofe  who,  being  born  out  of  the  kingdom,  of  foreign  parents,  rclide  in  France, 
become  French  citizens  after  five  years  of  continued   refidence  in  the  kingdom  ;  if, 
beudes,  they  have  acquired  real  property,  or  married  a  Frenchwoman,  or  formed  an 
agricultural  or  commercial  eftablifhment,  and  if  they  have  taken  the  civic  oath. 

IV.  The  Icgiflative  power  may,  for  important  confederations,  naturalize  a  foreign- 
er, upon  no  other  condition,  than  that  of  refiding  in   France,  and  taking-  the  civic 
oath. 

V.  The  civil  oath  is — I  fwear  to  be  faithful  to  the  nation,  the  law,  and  the  king  : 
and  to  maintain,  with  all  my  power,  the  conititution  of  the  kingdom,  decreed  by  ths 
conftituent  national  alfemMy,  during  the  years  1789,  1790,  and  1791. 

VI.  The  right  of  French  citizenfhip  is  loft, 
ift.  By  naturalization   in  a  foreign  country  ; 

adly.  By  being  condemned  to  penalties  which  involve  the  civic  degradation,  pro- 
vided the  perfon  condemned  be  not  rcitiftated  ; 

^dly.  By  a  fentence  of  contumacy,  provided  the  fentence  be  not  annulled  ; 

4thly.  By  initiation  into  any  foreign  order  or  body,  which  fuppofes  either  proofs 
of  nobility  or  diftimilions  of  birth,  or  requires  religious  vows. 

VII.  The  law  confiders  marriage  only  as  a  civil  contracl.     The  legiflative  power 
v.'ill  eflabiifh  for  all  inhabitants,  without  diftinclion,  the  mode  by  which  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  fhall  be  proved  ;  and  it  will  point  oat  the  public  officers  who  fhall 
receive  and  preferve  the  authentications  of  them. 

VIII.  French  citizens,  regarded  in  the  light  of  thofe  local  relations  which  arife 
out  of  their  affociatiou  iu  cities,  and  in  certain  diviiions  of  territory  in  the  country, 
form  the  communities. 

The  L-giflative  power  may  fix  the  exttnt  of  boundary  of  each  community. 
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IX.  The  citizens  who  compofe  each  community,  have  tha  right  of  choofing,  from 
time  to  time,  according  to  the  forms  prefcribed  by  the  law,  thofe  among  them  who, 
under  the  name  of  mnnicipal  officers,  are  charged  with  the  management  of  the  par- 
ticular affairs  of  the  cemmunity. 

To  the  municipal  officers  may  be  delegated  certain  functions  relative  to  the  gene- 
ral intercil  of  the  flate. 

X.  The  rules  which  the  municipal  officers  fliall  be  bound  to  follow,  in  the  exercife 
both  of  the  municipal  functions,  and  of  thofe  which  flarJl  be  delegated  to  them  for  the 
general  intcreft,  {hall  be  fixed  by  the  laws. 

HEAD       III. 

OJ  the  public  powers. 

I.  The  fovereignty  is  one,  indivifible,  inalienable,  and  imprefcriptible,  and  it  be- 
longs to  the  nation  :  no  fection  of  the  people,  or  individual,  can  arrogate  the  exer- 
cife of  it. 

II.  The  nation,  from  which  alone  flow  all  powers,  cannot  exercife  them  but  by 
delegation. 

The   French  conflitution  is  reprefentative  :  the  reprefcntatives  are  the  legislatives 
body  and  the  king. 

III.  The  legiflative  power  is  delegated  to  a  national  aflembly,  compofed  of  tem- 
porary reprefentatives,  freely  chofen  by  the  people,  to  be  exercifed  by  this  aflembly, 
with  the  lan&ion  of  the  king,  in  manner  hereafter  determined. 

IV.  The  government  is  monarchial :  the  executive  power  is  delegated  to  the  king, 
to  be  exercifed  under  his  authority,  by  miniilcrs  and  other  refponfibie  agents,  in  man- 
ner afterwards  determined. 

V.  The  judicial  power  is  delegated  to  judges,  chofen  from,  time  to  time  by  the 
people. 

CHAPTER!. 
Of  tie  legiflativc  national  ajftmbly. 

T.  The  national  aflembly,  forming  the  legiflative  body,  is  permanent,  and  confifts  of 
ene  chamber  only. 

II.  It  fhall  be  formed  by  new  elections,  every  two  years.— Each  period  of  twa 
years  {hall  form  one  legifiature. 

III.  The  difpofitions  of  the  preceding  article  {hall  not  take  place  with  refpecl  to 
the  next  legiflative  body,  whofe   functions  {hall  ceafe  on  the  laft  day  of  April, 

1/93- 

IV.  The  renewal  of  the  legiflative  body  {hall  be  matter  of  full  right. 

V.  The  legiflative  body  {hall  not  be  difiolved  by  the  king. 

SECTION    I. 
Number  of  reprefentatives  :  bajts  of  reprtftntation. 

I.  The  number  of  reprefentatives  to  the  legifiativc  body,  {hall  be  feven  hundred 
and  forty-five,  on  account  of  the  eighty-three  departments,  of  which  the  kingdom  U 
compofed  ;  and  independent  of  thofe  that  may  be  granted  to  the  colonies. 

II.  The  reprefcntatives  {hall  be  diftributed  among  the  eighty-three  departments, 
according  to  the  three  proportions,  of  land,  of  population,  and   the   contribution 
direct. 

III.  Of  the  745  reprefcntatives  247  are  attached  to  the  land.     Of  thefe  each  de- 
partment fliall  nominate  three,  except  the  department  of  Paris,  which  fhall  nominate 
only  one. 

IV.  Two  hundred  and  forty-nine  reprefentatives  are  attributed  to  the  population. 
The  total  mafs  of  the  active  population  of  the  kingdom  is  divided  into  149  parts,  and 
each  department  nominates  as  many  of  the  deputies  as  it  contains  parts  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

V.  Two  hundred  and  forty-nine  reprefcntatives  are  attached  to  the  contribution. 
The  fum  total  of  the  direct  contribution  of  the  kingdom  is  like  wife  divided  into  140 
parts,  and  each  department  nominates  as  many  deputies  as  it  pays  parts  of  the  con- 
tribution. 

SECTION      II. 

Primary  qjjeetlKts  :  nottiinjt^n  of  tl  flon. 

I-  In  oc<\r r  to  form  a  legislative  national  aiFemWy  the  active  citizens  {hull  convene 
...  ar;  uffeaibiic*  every  t\vc  ye;us,  in  the  cititia.«i  ca::tons. 
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The  primary  affemhlies  fhall  meet,  of  full  right,  on  the  fccond  Sunday  in  March, 
if  pot  convoked  fooner  by  the  public  officers,  appointed  to  do  fo  by  the  law. 

II.  To  be  an  active  citizen,  it  is  neceffary, 

To  be  a  Frenchman,  or  to  have  become  a  Frenchman  : 

To  have  attained  25  years  complete  : 

To  have  refided  in  the  city  or  canton,  during  the  period  determined  by  law  : 

To  pay  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom  a  direct  contribution,  at  leaft  equal  to  the  value 
of  three  days  labour,  and  to  produce  the  acquittance  : 

Not  to  be  in  a  menial  capacity,  namely,  that  of  a  fervant  receiving  wages  : 

To  be  enrolled,  in  the  municipality  of  the  place  of  his  refidence,  in  the  lift  of  th« 
national  guards  : 

To  ha.ve  taken  the  civic  oath  : 

III.  Every  fix  years  the  legiflative  body  fhall  fix  the  minimum  and  the  maximum  of 
the  value  of  a  day's  labour,  and  the  adminiftrators  of  the  departments  lhall  determine 
the  rate  for  each  diftrict. 

IV.  None  fhall  exercife  the  rights  of  an  active  citizen  in  more  than  one  place,  or 
employ  another  as  his  fubftitute. 

V.  Tbofe  fhall  be  excluded  from  the  rights  of  an  active  citizen  who  are  in  a  ftate  of 
accufation,     Thofe  who,  after  having  been  in  a  ftate  of  failure  or  infolvency,  proved 
by  authentic  documents,  fhall  rot  produce  a  general  difcharge  from  their  creditors. 

VJ.  The  primary  affemblies  fhall  name  electors,  in  the  proportion  of  the  number  of 
pcVtive  citizens  refiding  in  the  city  or  canton  ; 

There  fhall  be  named  one  elector  for  one  hundred  active  citizens,  whether  they  ares 
or  are  not,  prefent  at  the  meeting. 

There  fhall  be  named  two,  from  151  to  250,  and  fo  on  in  this  proportion. 

No  man  can  be  nominated  an  elector,  if,  to  the  qualifications  of  an  aclive  citizen,  he 
do  not  join  the  following,  viz.  In  towns  of  above  fix  thoufand  fouls,  that  of  having 
property,  or  the  ufufruct  of  property,  valued  on  the  rolls  of  contribution  at  a  rent  equal 
to  the  local  value  of  two  huadred  days  labour,  or  of  being  the  renter  of  an  habitation 
valued  on  the  fame  rolls,  at  a  rent  equal  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  days 
Jabour  ; 

In  towns  of  lefs  than  fix  thoufand  fouls,  that  of  having  property,  or  the  ufufruct  of 
property,  valued  on  the  rolls  of  contribution  at  a  rent  equal  to  the  local  value  of  an 
hundred  and  fifty  days  labour  :  or,  of  being  the  renter  of  an  habitation,  valued  on  the 
lame  rolls,  at  a  rent  equal  to  the  value  of  an  hundred  days  labour  ; 

And  in  the  country,  to  that  of  having  property,  or  theufufru6t  of  property,  valued 
on  the  rolls  of  contribution,  at  a  rent  equal  to  the  local  value  of  an  hundred  and  fifty 
days  labour,  or  of  being  farmer  or  leffee  of  property,  valued  on  the  fame  rolls,  at  a 
rent  equal  to  the  value  of  four  hundred  days  labour.  With  refpect  to  thofe  who  may 
be  owners,  or  have  the  ufufruct  of  one  part,  and  be  farmers  or  leffees  of  another,  their 
means  fhall  be  eftimated  in  the  grofs,  to  the  proportion  neceffary  for  eftablifhing  their 
eligibility, 

SECTION    in. 

Electoral  aJfemllies-'-nominatitm  of  reprefeniatives. 

I.  The  electors  named  in  each  department  fhall  convene,  in  order  to  choofe  the 
number  of  reprefentatives,  whofe  nomination  lhali  belong  to  their  department,  and  a 
number  of  fubftituf-s  equal  to  the  third  of  the  representatives. 

The  affemblies  lhall  be  held,  of  full  right,  on  the  laft  Surday  in  March,  if  they  have 
jiot  been  convoked  by  the  public  offtcer^  appointed  to  do  fo  by  the  law. 

II.  The  reprefentatives  and  fubftitutes  fhall  be  chofen  by  an  abfolute  majority  of 
votes  ;  and  cannot  be  cholen   but  from  among  the   active  citizens  of  the  depart- 
ment 

III.  All  active  citizens,  whatever  be  their  ftate,  profeffion,  or  contribution,  may  be 
chofen  as  reprefentativcs  of  the  nation. 

IV-  Excepting  neverthelefs  the  minifters  and  other  agents  of  the  executive  power, 
holding  their  places  at  pleafure  ;  the  commifiioners  of  the  national  aflembiy,  the  coi- 
ledors  and  receivers  of  the  direct  contributions,  thofe  who  fuperintend  the  collection, 
and  management  of  the  indirect .contributions  and  national  domains,  aed  thofe  who, 
tinder  whatever  denomina  ion,  bold  any  employment  ia  the  civil  or  military  haufe- 
boM  of  the  king,  who  fhall  be  objiged  to  make  their  election,  as  well  as 
officers,  and  the  commanders  of  the  national  guards, 
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V.  The  exercife  of  the  municipal,  adminiftrative,  and  judiciary  functions,  (hall  be 
incompatible  with  the  function  of  a  representative  of  the  nation,  during  every  period 
of  the  legiflature. 

The  judges  fhall  be  replaced  by  their  fubftitutes,  and  the  king  fhall  provide,  by  bre- 
vets of  commiflion,  for  replacing  his  commiflloners  in  the  courts  of  juftice. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  legiflative  body  may  be  re-elected  to  a  fubfequent  legif- 
lature, but  not  afterwards,  till  after  an  interval  of  one  legiflature. 

VII.  The  reprefentativcs  named  in  the  departments,  fhall  not  be  reprefentatives  of  a 
particular  department,  but  of  the  whole  nation,  and  no  inftructions  can  be  given  them. 

SECTION      IV. 
Seftion  and  regulation  of  the  primary  and  electoral  ajjemblies* 

I.  The  functions  of  the  primary  and  electoral  affemblies,  fhall  be  limited  merely 
to  the  right  of  choofing  ;  as  foon  as  the  election  is  over  they  fhall  feparate,  and  fhall 
not  meet  again  till  they  fhall  have  been  fummoncd,  unlefs  in  cafes  provided  for,  by  the 
ift  article  of  the  ad  fection,  and  the  ift  article  of  the  3d  fection. 

II.  No  active  citizen  can  enter  or  vote  in  an  aflembly,  if  he  is  armed. 

III.  No  armed  force  can  be  introduced  in  the  meeting,  except  at  the  exprefs  defire 
of  the  aflembly,  unlefs  in  the  cafe  of  actual  violence,  when  the  order  of  the  prefiderit 
fhall  be  fufficient  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  public  force. 

IV.  Every  two  years  there  fhall  be  drawn  up  in  each  diftrict,  lifts,  by  cantons,  of 
the  active  citizens,  and  the  lift  of  each  canton   fhall  be  publifhed,  and  pofted  up  two 
months  before  the  meeting  of  the  primary  aflembly. 

The  protefts  which  fhall  be  niade  either  againft  the  rights  of  citizens,  named  in  the 
lift,  or  on  the  part  of  thofe  who  fhall  affirm  that  they  are  unjuftly  omitted,  fliall  be 
carried  to  the  tribunals,  in  order  to  be  there  decided  on. 

The  lift  fhall  ferve  to  regulate  the  admifllon  of  citizens  in  the, next  primary  aflem- 
bly, in  every  point  that  fhall  not  otherwife  fcave  been  afcertained  by  a  fentence 
pronounced  before  the  meeting  of  the  aflembly. 

V.  The  electoral  affemblies  have  the  right  of  verifying  the  quality  and  powers  of 
thofe  who  fhall  prefent  themfelves  there,  and  their  decifions  fhall  be  provifionally 
executed,  with  a  referve  for  the  fentence  of  the  legiflative  body,  at  the  time  of  the 
verification  of  the  powers  of  deputies. 

VI.  »n  no  cafes,  and  under  no  pretext,  fhall  the  king,  or  any  agents  named  by  him, 
interfere  in  queftiens  relative  to  the  regularity  of  the  convocation,  the  fitting  of  af- 
femblies, the  form  of  elections,  or  the  political  rights  of  citizens,  without  prejudice  to 
the  functions  of  the  king's  commifiioners,in  cafes  determined  by  law,  when  queftions 
relative  to  the  political  rights  of  citizens  are  to  be  brought  before  the  tribunals. 

SECTION     V. 

Meeting  of  the  reprefcntet'fvss  In  the  legiflative  national  ajjembly . 

I.  The  reprefentatives  fhall  convene  on  the  firft  Monday  of  May,  at  the  place  of 
the  fitting  of  the  laft  legiflature. 

II.  They  fliall   form  themfelves  provifionally  under  the  prefidence  of  the  eldeft  of 
their  number,  in  order  to  verify  the  powers  of  the  reprefentatives  prefent. 

III.  As  foon  as  thefe  fhall  be  verified,  to  the  number  of  373   members,  they  fhall 
conftitute  themfelves  under  the  title  of  legiflative  national  suTembly  :  they  fhall  name 
a   prefident,  vice-prefident,  and  fecretaries,  and  enter  upon  the  exercife   of  their 
functions. 

IV.  During  the  -whole  of  the  month  of  May,  if  the  number  of  reprefentatives 
prefent  fhall  fall  Ihort  of  373,  theaficmbly  fhall  not  perform  any  legifiarive  act. 

They  may  iflue  a  refolution,  enjoining  abfent  members  to  attend  their  functions 
within  15  days  at  fartheft,  under  a  penalty  of  3000  livrcs,  if  they  do  not  produce  an 
cxcufe  which  fhall  be  deemed  lawful  by  the  legiflative  body. 

V.  On  the  laft  day  of  May,  wh.-itever  be  the  number  of  members  prefent,  they  fhall 
conftitute  themfelves  a  legiflative  national  affembly. 

VI.  The  reprefentatives  fbal!  pronounce  in  a  body,  in  the  name  of  the  French  peo- 
ple, the  oath  "  to  live  free  or  die." 

They  fhall  then  individually  take  the  oath,  to  maintain,  v.ith  all  their  power, 
the.  confutation  of  the  kingdom,  decreed  by  the  conftitutihg  national  aflembly,  dur- 
ing the  years  1789,  1790,  and  1791,  to  propofe  or  aflent  to  nothing,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  legiflature,  which  may  at  all  tend  to  infringe  it;  and  to  be  in  every  refpeiSl  faith- 
ful to  the  nation,  the  law,  and  the  king. 
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VII.  The  representatives  of  the  nation  are  inviolable.     They  cannot  be  enquired 
of,  accufed,  or  judged,  at  any  time,  with  refpcd  to  what  they  may  have  faid,  written 
or  performed,  in  the  excrciie  of  their  functions  of  reprefentatives. 

VIII.  They  may,  for  a  criminal  adl,  be  Mzed,  flagrant:  dciitto,  or  by  virtue  of  aa 
order  of  arreft,  but  notice  lhall  be  given  of  it,  without  delay,  to  the  legiflative  body, 
and  the  profecution  fhall  not  be  continued  till  after  the  legiilative  body  fhall  have  de- 
cided that  there  is  ground  of  accufation. 

CHAPTER     II. 
Of  the  royalty,  the  regency,  and  the   minijters. 

SECTION     I. 

Of  the  royalty,  and  the  king. 

I.  THE  royalty  is  indivifiblc,  and  delegated  hereditary  to  the  race  on  the  throne, 
from  male  to  male,  by  order  of  primogeniture,  to  the  perpetual  exclufion  of  womeu 
and  their  defendants. 

(Nothing  is  prejudged  on  the  effect  of  renunciations  in  the  race  on  the  throne.) 

II.  The  perfon  of  the  king  is  facred  and  inviolable  :  his  only  title   is  king   of  the 
French. 

III.  There  is  no  authority  in  France  fuperior  to  that  of  the  law.     The  king  reigns 
only  by  it,  and  it  is  only  in  the  name  of  the  law  that  he  can  require  obedience. 

IV.  The  king,  on  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  or  at  the  period  of  his  majority,  fhall 
take  to  the  nation,  in  thepreferice  of  the  legiflative  body,  the  oath  "  To  be  faithful  to 
the  nation  and  the  law,  to  employ  all  the  power  delegated  to  him,  to  maintain  the 
conftitution  decreed  by  th:  conftituent  national  afiembly,  in  the  years  1789, 1790,  and 
1791,  and  to  caufe  the  laws  to  be  executed." 

If  the  legiflative  body  lhall  not  be  aflemfeled,  the  king  fhall  caufe  a  proclamation  to 
l>e  iffued,  in  which  fhall  be  expreffed  this  oath,  and  a  promiie  to  repeat  it  as  foon  a» 
the  legiflative  body  fhall  be  met. 

V.  If  the  king  does  not  take  this  oath  within  one  month  after  an  invitation  by  the 
legiflative  body,  or  if,  after  taking  it,  he  fhall  rctradl,  he  fhall  be  held  to  have  abdicat- 
ed the  royalty. 

VI.  If  the  king  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  army,  and  direct  the  forces  of  it 
againft  the  nation,  or  if  he  do  not  oppofe,  by  a  formal  a«5t,  any  fuch  enterprife  under- 
taken in  his  name,  he  fhall  be  held  to  have  abdicated. 

VII.  If  the  king  go  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  if,  after  being  invited  by  a  proclama- 
tion of  the  legiflative  body,  he  do  not  return,  in  the  delay  to  be  fixed  by  the  procla- 
mation, and  not  to  be  lefs  than  two  months,  he  fhall  be  held  to  have  abdicated. 

The  delay  fhall  begin  to  run  from  the  day  when  the  proclamation  ©f  the  legiflative 
body  fhall  have  been  publifhed,  at  the  place  of  its  fitting  ;  and  the  minifters  fhall  be 
held,  on  their  refponfibility,  to  perform  all  the  aclts  of  executive  power,  the  exercife  of 
which  fhall  be  fufpended  by  the  abfence  ef  the  ki»g. 

VIII.  After  abdication,  exprcfs  or  legal,  the  king  fhall  be  in  the  clafs  of  citizens,  and 
may  be  accufed  and  tried  like  them,  for  ac~b  poflerior  to  his  abdication. 

IX.  The  particular  effeds  which  the  king  pofieffes  at  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  are 
irrevocably  united    to   the   domain  of  the  nation.     He  has  the  difpofitioa  of  thofe 
tvhich  he  acquires  on  his  own  private  account ;  if  he  has  not  difpofed  of  them,  they 
are,  in  like  manner,  united  at  the  end  of  his  reign. 

X.  The  nation  makes  provifion  for  the  fplendour  of  the  throne,  by  a  civil  lift,  of 
which  the  legiflative  body  fhall  fix  the  fum  at  the  commencement  of  each  reign,  for 
the  whole  duration  of  that  reign. 

XI.  The  kifig  fhall  appoint  an  adminiftrator  of  the  civil  lift,  who  fhall  inftitute 
fuits  in  the  name  of  the  king,  and  againft  whom  perfonally  fhall  all  actions  againft  the 
king  be  brought,  and  judgments  given  and  executed. 

The  judgments  obtained  by  the  creditors  of  the  civil  lift,  fhall  be  executory  againft 
the  adminiftrator  periunaily,  and  on  his  own  property. 

XII.  The  king  fnall  have,  independent  of  the  guard   of  honour,  which  fhall  be 
furnifhed  to  him  by  the  national  guards  of  the  place  of  his  refidence,  a  guard  paid  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  civil  lift  :  it  fhall  never  exceed  laco  infantry,  and  600  horfe. 

The  ranks  and  rules  of  promotion  fhall  be  the  fame  as  with  the  troops  oi  the  line, 
but  thofe  who  fhall  compofe  the  king's  guard,  fhall  be  exclusively  premcted  amoflg 
th«mielves  only,  aud  ihuii  i^ot  utuiu  lo  any  rank  in  the  line  of  the  array. 
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The  king  fliall  not  chufe  the  men  of  his  guard  but  out  of  thofe  who  are  in  actual 
fervice  in  the  line  of  the  army,  or  out  of  the  citizens  who  have  ferved  for  one  year 
in  the  national  guards,  provided  they  are  ref!  dent  in  the  kingdom.  The  king's  guard 
cannot  be  ordered  for  any  other  public  fervice. 

S  £  C  T  1  O  N       II. 
Of  th:  regency. 

I.  The  king  is  a  minor  till  the  age  of  eighteen  complete  ;  and  during  his  minority, 
there  (hall  be  a  regent  of  the  kingdom. 

II.  The  regency  belongs  to  the  relation  of  the  king,  the  next  in  degree  according 
to  the  order  of  fucceflion  to  the  throne,  who  has  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five,  pro- 
vided he  be  a  Frenchman,  refident  in  the  kingdom,  and  not  prefumptive  heir  to  any 
other  crown,  and  have  previoufly  taken  the  civic  oath. 

Women  are  excluded  from  the  regency. 

III.  If  a  minor  king  has  no  relation  uniting  in   himfelf  the   qualifications  above 
expreffed,  the  regent  of  the  kingdom  fhall  be  elected  as  will  be    faid   in   the  follow- 
ing articles. 

IV.  The  legiilative  body  cannnot  elect  the  regent. 

V.  The  electors  of  each  diftrict  mall  meet  at  the  chief  place  of  the  diftrict,  on  a 
proclamation  which  fhall  be  iflued  in  the  firfl  week  of  the  new  reign,  by  the  legifla- 
tive  body,  if  convened;   if  not,  then  the  miniiler  of  juftice  (hall  be  held  to  iffue  this 
proclamation  in  the  fame  week. 

VF .  The  electors  fhall  elect  by  ballot,  and  by  majority  of  votes,  an  eligible  citizen, 
rtfiding  within  the  diitrict,  to  whom  they  fhall  give  a  fpccial  mandate,  or  authority 
exprefied  in  the^raw  verbal  of  the  election,  limited  to  the  fole  function  of  electing 
fuch  citizen  as,  in  his  foul  and  confcience,  he  {hall  think  the  moil  worthy  of  being  re- 
gent of  the  kingdom. 

VII.  The  mandataries  appointed  by  the  diftricts  lhall  meet  at  the  place  where  the 
legiflative  body  fhall  hold  its  fittings,  on  the  fortieth  day,  at  furtheft,  from  that  of 
the  acceffion  of  the  minor  king  to  the  throne,  and  ther«  they  fhall  form  the  electoral 
aflcmbly,  which  fhall  proced  to  the  nomination  of  the  regent. 

II 11.  The  election  of  the  regent  fhall  be  by  ballot,  and  by  plurality  of  votes. 

IX.  The  electoral  affembly  fhall  do  no  othifr  bufin/'s  but  the  election,  and  (hall 
feparate  as  foon  as  the  election  fhall  be  over  ;  every  ore'er  act  which  they  might  un- 
dertake to  do,  is  declared  unconstitutional,  and  of  no  effect. 

X.  The  electoral  aflembiy   fhall  caufe  the  verbal  procefs  of  the  election  to  be  pre- 
fented  by  its  prefident  to  the  legiflative  body,  which,  after  having  afcertained  the  re- 
gularity of  the  election,  fhall  caufc  it  to  be  publifhed  throughout  the  kingdom  by  a 
proclamation. 

XI.  The  regent  exercifes  till  the  king's  majority,  all  the  functions  of  royalty,  and 
is  not  personally  refponfible  for  the  acts  of  his  adminiftration. 

XII.  The  regent  cannot  begin  the  exercife  of  his  functions  till  after  taking  to  the 
nation,  in  the  prefencc  of  the  legiflative  body,  an  oath  "  To  be  faithful  to  the  nation, 
the  law,  and  the  king  ;  to  employ  all  the  power  delegated  to  the  king,  and  of  which 
the  exercife  is  confided  to  him  during  the  minority  of  the  king,  to  maintain  the  confti- 
tution  decreed  by  the  conftituerit  national  aflembiy  in  the  years    1789,   1 790  and 
1791,  and  to  caufc  the  laws  to  be  executed." 

If  the  legiflative  body  is  not  affcmbled,  the  regent  fhall  caufe  a  proclamation  to  be 
iffued,  in  which  fhall  be  exprefled  this  oath,  and  a  promife  to  repeat  it  as  foon  as  the 
legiflative  body  fhdll  be  met. 

XIII.  As  long  as  the  regent  is  not  entered  on  the  exercife  of  his  functions,  the  func- 
tion of  laws  remains  fufpended  ;  the  minifters  continue  to  perform,  under  their  rc- 
fponfibility,  all  the  acts  of  the  executive  power. 

XIV.  As  foon  as  the  regent  fhall  have  taken  the  oath,  the  legiflative  body  fhall  fix 
his  allowance,  which  fhall  not  be  altered  during  his  regency. 

XV.  If  by  reafon  of  the  minority  of  the  next  of  kin  called  to  the  regency,  it  fhould 
devolve  to  a  more  diftant  relation,  or  fhould  be  conferred  by  election,  the  regent  who 
fhall  have  entered  upon  the  regency  fhall  continue  his  function  until  the  king  fliall 
be  of  full  age. 

XVI.  The  regency  of  the  kingdom  confers  ne  right  over  the  perfoii  of  the  minor, 
king. 
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XVII.  The  care  of  the  minor  king  fliall  be  confided  to  his  mother;  and  if  he  hat 
Ho  mother,  or  if  fhe  be  married  again  at  the  time  of  her  fon's  acceflion  to  the  throne, 
or  if  fhe  marry  again  during  the  minority,  ths  care  of  him  Ihali   be  delegated  by  the 
legiflative  bady. 

For  the  care  of  the  minor  king,  neither  the  regent,  nor  his  defcendants,  nor  a  wo- 
man, can  be  chofcn. 

XVIII.  In  cafe  of  the  king's  mental  incapacity,  notorioufly  admitted,  legally  pro- 
ved, and  declared   by  the  legiflative-  body,  after  three  fucceffive  deliberations  held 
monthly,  there  fliall  be  a  regency,  as  long  as  fnch  mcapacity  continues. 

s  E  c  '4'  i  ON     la. 
Of  the  royal  family. 

i.  Theprefumptive  heir  (hall  bear  the  name  of  prince  royal  5 

He  cannot  go  out  of  the  kingdom,  without  a  decree  of  the  legiflative  body,  and  the 
king's  confent  ; 

If  he  is  gone  out  of  it,  and  if,  after  being  required  by  a  proclamation  of  the  legifla- 
tive body,  he  does  not  return  to  France,  he  is  held  to  have  abdicated  the  right  of  fuc- 
ceflion  to  the  throne. 

II.  If  the  prefumptive  heir  is  a  minor,  the  relation,  of  full  age,  and  next  in  order  to 
the  regency,  is  bound  to  refide  within  the  kingdom. 

In  cafe  of  his  going  oat  of  it,  and  not  returning  on  the  requifition  of  the  legiflative 
body,  he  fhall  be  held  to  have  abdicated  his  right  to  the  regency. 

III.  The  mother  of  the  minor  king,  having  the  care  of  him,  or  the  guardian  elect, 
if  they  go  out  of  the  kingdom,  forfeit  their  charge  : 

If  the  mother  of  the  prefumptive  heir,  a  minor,  go  out  of  the  kingdom,  fhe  cannot, 
even  after  her  return,  have  the  care  of  hen:  minor  ion,  become  king,  but  by  a  decree  of 
the  legiflativ*  body. 

IV.  A  law  fhall  be  made  to  regulate  the  education  of  the  minor  king,  and  that  of 
the  minor  heir  prefumptive. 

V.  The  members  of  the  royal  family,  called  to  the  eventual  fucceffion  to  the  throne, 
enjoy  the  rights  of  adlive  citizens  ;  but  fhall  not  be  eligible  to  any  office  in  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  people. 

Excepting  the  departments  of  the  miniftry,they  may  fill  offices  and  employments 
in  the  difpofal  of  the  king  ;  nevcrthelefs  they  cannot  command  in  chief  any  fleet  01* 
army,  nor  exercife  the  functions  of  ambaffadors,  unlefs  with  the  confent  of  the  legif- 
lative body,  granted  on  the  demand  of  the  king. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  royal  family,  called  to  the  eventual  fucceffion  to  the 
throne,  fliall  add  the  denomination  of   French  prince    (prince  Francois/    to    the   name 
which  fhall  have  been  <>iven  them  in  the  civil  a&  afcertaining  their  birth,  but  that  name 
fhall  not  be  patronymlcky  nor  found  out  of  any  of  the  qualifications  abohfhed  by  the 
prefent  conftitution. 

The  denomination  of  prince  cannot  be  given  to  any  other  individual,  and  fhall  noC 
confer  any  privilege,  nor  any  exception  to  the  common  law  of  all  the  French. 

VII.  The  aits  by  which  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  of  French  princes  {hall  be 
legally  afeertained,  fliall  be  prefentcd  to  the  legiflative  body,  which  (hall  order  them  to 
be  depofited  in  its  archives. 

VIII.  No  real  or  landed  demenfes,  (abanagc)  fliall  be  granted  to  the  members  of  the 
royal  family. 

The  younger  fons  of  the  king  fhall  receive,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  or  on  their 
marriage,  an  annuity,  the  amount  of  which  fhall  be  fixed  by  the  legiflative  body,  and 
fliall  terminate  with  the  extinction  of  their  male  poilerity. 

S  E  C  T  I   O  '\r.      IV. 
Of  mlnijlers. 

I.  To  the  king  alone  belongs  the  choice  and  revocation  of  minifters. 

II.  The  members  of  the  prefent  national  affembly,  and  of  future  legiflaturcs,  the 
members  of  the  court  of  errors,   and  thofe  who  fhall  ftrve  CK  the  high  jury,  cannot  be 
promoted  to  the  miniilry,  nor  receive  any  place,  gift,  penfion,  falary,   or  commiffion, 
from  the  executive  power,  or  the  agent  thereof,  during  the  continuance  of  their  func- 
tions, nor  for  two  years  after  they  fhall  have  ce,afed  to  exercife  them.      It  will  be  the. 
fame  with  thofe  who  are  enrolled  on  the  liil  of  the  high  jury,  fo  long  as  they  fhall  con- 
tinue fo  enrolled. 
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III.  No  one  can  enterupon  the  exercife  of  any  employment,  either  in  the  offices  of 
the  miniltry,  er  in  thofe  of  the  adminiftration  of  the  public  revenues,  n.ir,  in  general, 
any  employment  in  the  gift  of  the  executive  power,  without   previoufiy  taking  the 
civic  oath,  or  proving  that  he  has  taken  it. 

IV.  No  order  of  the  king  can  be  executed,  if  it  be  not  figned  by  him,  and  counter- 
figned  by  the  minift*r  or  comptroller  of  the  department. 

V.  The  minifters  are  refponfible  for  all  the  offences  committed  by  them  againft  the 
national  fafety  and  the  conftitution — for  every  attack  on  individual  property  and  lib- 
erty— for  every  abufe  of  the  money  allotted  for  the  expences  of  their  department. 

VI.  In  no  caie  can  the  written  or  verbal  order  of  a  king  fhelter   a   miniiter  from 
refponfibility. 

VII*  The  minifters  are  bound  to  prefent  every  year  to  the  legiflative  body,  at  the 
opening  of  the  feffion,  the  amount  of  the  expences  of  their  department,  to  give  an 
account  of  the  employment  of  the  fums  deftincd  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  mention  the 
abufes  which  may  have  crept  into  the  different  parts  of  the  government. 

VIII.  No  minifter,  in  or  out  of  place,  can  be  criminally  profecuted  for  any  tranf- 
adion  of  his  adminiftration,  without  a  dacree  of  the  iegiilative  body. 

CHAPTER     111.  gV- 

Of  the  exsrctfe  of  tie  legi/laii'vi;  Jotver. 

SECTION      I. 

Powers  and funR'ions  of  tie  legijlative  national  affe-mbly. 

I.  THE  conftitution  delegates  exclufwely  to  the  legiflative  body,  the  powers  and 
funclioKs  following  :-— 

1.  To  propofe  and  decree  laws  :  the  king  can  only  invite  the  legiflative  body  ta 
take  an  abject  into  confideration. 

2.  To  fix  the  public  expences. 

3.  To  eftabliih  the   public  contributions,  to  determine  the  nature  of  them,  the  a- 
mouHt   of  each  fort,  and  the  mode  of  collection. 

4.  To  make  the  diitribution  of  them  among  the  feveral  departments  of  the  king- 
dom, to  watch  over  the  application,  and  to  demand  an  account  thereof. 

5.  To  decree  the  creation  or  fuppreffion  of  public  offices. 

6.  To  determine  the  quality,  the  impreflion,  and  the  denomination  of  money. 

7.  To  permit  or  prohibit  the  intnxludion  of  foreign  troops  into  the  French  terri- 
tories, and  of  foreign  naval  forces  into  the  ports  of  the  kingdom. 

8.  To  vote  annually,  on  the  king's  propofition,  the  number  of  men    and  fhips  of 
which  the  fea  and  land  forces  fliall  be  compofed,  the  pay  and  number  of  each  rank,  the 
rules  of  admiflion  and  promotion,  the  forms  of  enrolment  and  difcharge,  the  forma- 
tion of  naval  equipments,  the  admimon  of  foreign  troops  or  naval  forces  into  the 
French  fervice,  and  the  penfions  to  troops  on  being  difbandcd. 

9.  To  regulate  the  adminiftration,  and  the  alienation,  of  the  national  domains. 

10.  To  profecute,  before  the  high  national  court,  the  minifters  and  principal  agents 
of  the  executive  power,  on  their  refponfibility  ; 

To  accufe  and  profecute  before  the  fame  court,  thofe  who  fliall  be  charged  with  any 
«ffence  or  confpiracy  againft  the  general  fafety  of  the  {late,  or  the  conftitution. 

11.  To  eftablifh  the  rules  according  to  which  marks  of  honor,  or  decorations,  mere- 
ly perfosal,  (hall  be  granted  to  thofe  who  have  done  fervice  to  the  ftate. 

iz.  The  fegiflative  body  has  the  fole  right  of  decreeing  pofthumous  honors  to  the 
memory  of  great  men. 

II.  War  cannot  be  refolved  on  but  by  a  decree  cf  the  national  aiTembiy,  pafled  on 
the  formal  and  neceflary  propofition  of  the  king,  and  fandlioned  by  him. 

In  cafe  of  hoftilities,  imminent  or  commenced,  of  an  ally  to  be  fuppporred,  or  a 
right  to  be  maintained  by  force  of  arms,  the  king  (hall  give  notice  thereof  without  de- 
lay to  the  legiflative  body,  with  an  explanation  of  the  reafons  :  If  the  Iegiilative  body 
is  not  fitting  the  kin^  (hall  fummon  them  immediately. 

If  the  legiflative  body  decide  that  war  ought  not  to  be  made,  the  king  fhall  in- 
ftantly  take  mealures  to  prevent  and  put  a  ftup  to  hoftilities,  the  minifters  being  re- 
fponfible  for  all  delays  : 

If  the  legiflative  body  find,  that  the  hoftilities  commenced  arc  a  culpable  aggrcfilon, 
on  the  part  of  minifters,  or  any  other  agent  of  the  exccutive.power,  the  author  of  the 
aggrefliou  (hall  be  profecuted  crimiaally. 

c 
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During  the  whole  courfe  of  war,  the  legiflative  hody  may  require  the  king  to  ne- 
gociate  peace,  and  the  king  is  bound  to  yield  to  this  requifition  : 

On  the  immediate  conclufion  of  war,  the  legiflative  body  fhall  fix  the  time  within 
which  the  troops,  levied  above  the  peace-eftablifhment,  {hall  be  difcharged,  and  the. 
"  army  reduced  to  its  ordinary  eftablilhment. 

III.  It  belongs  to  the  legiflative  body  to  ratify  treaties  of  peace,  alliance,  and  com- 
merce— and  no  treaty  fhall  have  effe£  but  by  this  ratification. 

IV.  The  legiflative  body  bus  the  right  of  determining  the  place  of  its  fittings,  of 
continuing  them  as  long  as  it  fhall  think  neceffary,  and  of  adjourning  :  At  the  com- 
mencement of  each  reign,  if  it  is  not  fitting,  it  fhall  he  bound  to  meet  without 
delay. 

It  has  the  right  of  police  in  the  place  of  its  fitting,  and  to  fuch  extent  around  it,  as 
lhall  be  determined  : 

It  has  the  right  of  difcipline  over  its  members — but  it  can  pronounce  no  heavier 
punifhment  than  cenfure,  arreft  for  eight  days,  or  imprifoHment  for  three  : 

ft  has  the  right  of  difpofing,  for  its  loiety,  and  the  refpecH  that  is  due  to  it,  of  the 
forces,  which  fhall  be  eftabliihed  by  its  confent,  in  the  city  where  it  fhall  hold  its 
fittings. 

V.  The  executive  power  cannot  march,  quarter  or  flation,  any  troops  of  the  line, 
within  thirty-thoufand  toifes  of  the  legiflative  body,  except  on  the  requifitiou,  or  by 
the  authority  of  that  body. 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N     II. 
Holding  of  tOfflftirtgSj  and  form  of  deliberating. 

I.  The  deliberations  of  the  legiflative  body  fhall  be  public,  and  the  minutes  of  the 
fittings  fhall  be  printed. 

II.  The  legiflative  body  may,  however,  on  any  occafion,  form  itfelf  into  a  general 
committee  : 

Fifty  members  fhall  have  a  right  to  demand  it ; 

During  the  continuance  of  the  general  committee,  the  afliflants  {hall  retire,  the 
chair  of  the  prefident  fhall  be  vacant,  order  fhall  be  maintained  by  the  vice-prefi- 
dent. 

III.  No  legiflative   act   can   be  debated   and    decreed,  except  in  the  following 
form  : 

IV.  The  plan  of  a  decree  fhall  be  read  thrice,  at  three  intervals,  the  fhorteft  of  which 
cannot  be  lefs  than  eight  days. 

V.  The  uiiaiiiion  fhall  be  open  after  every  reading  ;  neverthelef?,  after  the  firft  or 
fecond  reading,  the  legiflative  body  may  declare  that  there  is  reafon  for  adjournment, 
or  that  there  is  no  room  for  deliberation— In  this  laft  cafe,  the  plan  of  the  decree  may 
Le  introduced  again  in  the  fame  feffion  :  every  plan  or  draught  of  a  decree  fhall  be 
printed  and  diflributcd,  before  it  can  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

VI.  After  the  third  reading,  the  prefident  (hall  be  bound  to  propofe  to  their  delibe- 
ration, and  the  legiflative  body  fhall  decide,  whether  they  are  prepared  to  pafs  a  defin- 
.itive  decree,  or  \vouldratherchufe  to  poftpone  their  decifion,in  order  to  collect  more 

ample  information  on  the  fubject. 

VII.  The  legiflative  body  cannot  deliberate,  if  the  fitting  do  not  confift  of  at  leaft 
2OO  members;  and  no  decree  fhall  be  made,  except  by  the  abfolute  majority  of  votes  : 

VIII.  No  plan  of  a  law,  which,  after  having  been  fubmitted  to  diicufiion,  fhall  have 
been  rejected  after  the  third  reading,  can  again  be  introduced  the  fame  fefilon  : 

IX.  The  preamble  of  every  definitive  deecrec   fhall  announce,,  I  ft.  The   dates  of 
thofe  three  lutings,  at  which  the  plan  of  the  decree  fhall  have   been  read  ;  ad.  The 
decree  by  which  it  fhall  have  been  determined,  after   the  third  reading,  to  decide 
definitively  thereon  : 

X.  The  king  lhall  refufe  his  fancYton  to  all  decrees,  the  preamble  of  which  fhall  not 
attefl  the  obfervance  of  the  above  forms;  if   any  of  thofe  decrees  be  fancflioned,  the 
.minifters  fnall  neither  affix  the  fea!  to  it,  nor  promulgate  it,  and  their  refponfibility, 
in  this  refpect,  fh«ul  continue  fix  years  : 

XI.  Excepting  from  thefe  regulations,  decrees  recognized,  and  declared  urgent,  by  a 
previous  deliberation  of  the  legiflative  body;  but  they  may  be  modified  or  revoked, 
'in  the   courfe  of  the  fame  fefiion.     The  decree  whereby  the  fubject  fliall  have  been 

declared  to  be  urgent,  lhall  exnrefs  the  reafons  thereof,  and  mention   fhall  be  made 
of.  this  previoui  decree,  in  the  preambie-  of  the  definitive  decree. 
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SECTION      III. 
Of  tie  royal  fanflion. 

I.  The  decrees  of  the  legislative  body  arc  to  be  prefented  to  tlie  king,  who  may  re- 
fufe  them  his  affent. 

II.  In  the  cafe  of  a  refufal  of  the  royal  affertt,  that  refufal  is  only  fufpenfive.— 
When  the  two  following  legiflaturcs  fhall  fucceflively  prefent  the  fame  decree,  in  the 
fame  terms  in  which  it  was  originally  conceived,  the  king  (hall  be  deemed  to  have 
given  his  fanction. 

III.  The  affent  of  the  king  ihall  be  expreffed  on  each  decree,  by  the  following  for- 
mula, figned  by  the  kin*  :   "  Tke  king  confents,  and  ivill  cavfe  It  to  be  executed" 

The  fufpenfive  refufal  is  to  be  thus  expreffed  :  "  The  king  'will  examine" 

IV.  The  king  is  bound  to  exprefs  his  affent  or  refufal  to  each  decree,  within  two 
months  after  it  ihall  have  been  prefented. 

V.  No  decree  to  which  the  king  has  refufed  his  affent,  can  be  prefented  to  him  by 
the  fame  legiflature. 

VI.  The  decrees  fahctioned  by  the  king,  and  thofe  which  have  been  prefented  to 
him  by  three  fucceflive  legiilatures,  alone  have  the  force,  and  bear  the  name  and  ti- 
tle of  iaivs  : 

VII.  Thofe  acts,  however,  of  the  legiflative  body,  fhali  be  executed  as  laws,  with- 
out requiring  the  king's   fanction,   which   relate    to  its  conflitution,  a*  a  deliberating 
affembly : 

Its  interior  police,  and  that  which  it  may  exercife  within  the  exterior  boundary 
which  it  fhall  have  determined  ; 

The  verification  of  the  powers  of  the  members  prefent ; 

The  injunctions  to  abfent  members  ; 

The  convocation  of  the  primary  affemblies  in  cafe  of  delay  ; 

The  exercife  of  conftitutional  fuperintendance  over  the  adminiflrators  ; 

Queftions  of  elegibility  on  the  validity  of  elections  ; 

Exempting  likewifc  from  fanction,  aits  relative  to  the  refponfibility  of  minifters; 
and  all  decrees  importing  that  there  is  ground  of  accufation. 

VIII.  The  decrees  of  the  legiilative  body  concerning  the  eftablifhment,  the  continu- 
ation, and  the  collection  of  public   cantributions,  ihall  be  denominated  and  intituled 
Iaivs.     They  fhall   be  publifhed  and  executed  without  requiring  the  king's  fanction, 
except  as  to  fuch  parts  thereof  as  might  inflict  other  penalties  tkan  pecuniary  fines. 

Thofe  decrs.es  cannot  be  enacted,  without  obferving  the  forms  prefcribed  by  the 
4th,  jth,  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  articles  of  the  fecond  lection  of  this  chapter,  and  the 
legiflative  body  cannot  infert  any  thing  therein  foreign  to  their  object. 
'SECTION  iv. 

Connexion  of  tie  legiflative  body  iviib  the  king. 

I.  When  the  legiflative  body  is  definitively  confiituted,  it  fhall  fend  a  deputation  to 
inform  the  king.     The  king  may  every  year  open  the  feffion,  and  propofe  the  objects, 
which,  during  its  continuance,  he  thinks  ought  to  be  taken  into  confideration ;  this 
form,  however,  13  not  to  bs  confidered  as  neceffary  to  the  activity  of  the  legiflative 
body. 

II.  When  the  legiflative  body  wifhes  to  adjourn  longer  than  fifteen  days,  it  is  bound 
to  inform  the  king,  by  a  deputation,  at  lead  eight  days  previous  to  the   adjourn- 
ment. 

III.  Eight  days,  at  leaft,  before  the  end   of  each   feffion,  the  legiflative  body  fhall 
fend  a  deputation  to  the  king,  to  announce  to  him  the  day  on  which  it  propofesto 
terminate  its  fittings  :  the  king  may  come  in  order  to  clofe  the  feffion. 

IV.  If  the  king  find  it  of  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  ftate,  that  the  feffion  be 
continued,  or  that  the  adjournment  be  put  off,  or  take  place  only  for  a  fhort  time,  he 
may  fend  a  meflage  to  this  effect,  on  which  the  legifmtive  body   is  bound  to  deli- 
berate. 

V.  The  king  fhall  convoke  the  legiflative  body,  during  the  interval  of  its  feffion',  as 
often  as  the  intereft  qf  the  ftate  mall  appear  to  him  to  require  it,  as  well   as   in  thofe 
cafes  which  the  legiflative  body  fhall  have  forefeen  and  determined,  previous  to  their 
adjournment. 

VI.  Whenever  the  king;  fhall  repair  to  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  legiflative  body, 
he  mail  be  received,  and  conducted  back,  by  a  deputation  :  he  cannot  be  accompanied 
into  the  inner  part  of  the  hall,  by  any  except  the  prince  royal  and  minifters. 


1 6  The  French  Con/iitution. 

VII.  The  prefidesvt  can  in  no  cafe  form  part  of  a  deputation. 

VIII.  The  If  giflative  body  fhall  ceafe  to  be  a  deliberating   body,  whilfl   the  king 
fhall  be  prefent. 

IX.  The  acts  of  correfpondenceof  the  king  with  the  legiflative   body,  fhall  be  al- 
ways counterfigrted  by  a  miuiiter. 

X.  The  miniilers  of  the  king  fhall  have  admifllon  into  the  legiflative   national  af- 
fembly — they  {hall  have  a  particular  place ;  they  (hall  be  heard   on  fubjecls  relative  to 
their  adminiftration,  and  as  often  as  they  fhall  be  called  upon  to   give   explanation*. 
They  fhall  be  Hkewife  heard  on  fubjedls  foreign  to  their  adminillration,  when  the  na- 
tional affembly  fhail  think  proper  to  give  them  leave  to  fpeak. 

CHAPTER     IV. 
Of  the  exercife  of  the  executive  power. 

I.  The  fupreme  executive  power  refides  exclufively  in  the  hands  of  the  king  : 
The  king  j$  the  fupreme   head  of  the  general  adminiftration  of  the  kingdom  :  the 

care  of  watching  over  the  maintenance  of  public  order  and  tranquility  is  entrufled  to 
him  : 

The  king  is  the  fupreme  head  of  the  land  nnd  fea  forces  : 

To  the  king  is  delegated  the  care   of  watching  over  the   exterior  fecurity  of  the 
kingdom,  and  of  maintaining  its  rights  end  poficfli^ns. 

II.  The  king  appoints  ambaffadors,  and  the  other  agents  of  political  negocia- 
tions  ? 

He  beftowsthe  command  of  armies  and  fleets,  and  the  ranks  of  marfhal  of  France 
Ipid  admiral  ; 

;  He  appoints  two-thirds  of  the  rear-admirals,  one  half  of  the  lieutenant-generals, 
field-marfhals-,  (major-general)  captains  of  fhips,  and  colonels  of  the  national  gendar- 
merie; 

He  appoints  a  third  of  the  colonels  and  lieutenant-colonels,  and  a  Cxth  of  the 
lieutenants  of  fhips : 

The  whole  in  conformity  to  the  laws  refpecting  promotion. 

He  appoints,  in  the  civil  adminiftration  of  the  marine,  the  dire&ors,  the  comptrol- 
lers, the  treafurers  of  the  arfenals,  the  maflers  of  the  works, the  under-matlers  of  civil 
buildings,  half  of  the  matters  of  adminiftration,  and  of  the  under-maflers  of  con- 
ilru&ion  ; 

He  appoints  the  commiflioners  to  the  tribunals ; 

He  appoints  the  commiflioners  of  the  national  treafury,  and  the  fuperintendants 
in  chief  of. the  management  of  indirect  contributions ; 

He  fuperintends  the  coinage  of  money,  and  appoints  the  officers  intrufled  with  this 
fuperintendapcein  the  general  commiffion  and  the  mints. 

The  effigy  of  the  king  is  ftruck  on  all  the  coinage  of  the  kingdom. 

Ill-  The  king  orders  letters  patent,  brevets,  and  commiflions, to  be  delivered  to  all 
the  public  officers  that  ought-to  receive  them. 

4  IV.  The  king  orders  a  lift  of  penfions  and  gratifications  to  be  made  out,  for  the 
jmrpofe  of  being  prefentedto  the  legiflative  body  each  feflion,and  decreed,  if  ne- 
ceffary. 

SECTION     I. 
Of  the  promulgation  of  laws. 

I.  The  executive  power  isentrufted  with  ordering  the  feal  of  flate  to  be  put  to  laws, 
and  caufing  them  to  be  promulgated.  The  executive  power  is  likewife  bound  to  caufc 
to  be  publifhed  and  execiated,  thofe  acts  of  the  legiflative  body,  which  do  not  require 
the  king's  fan<5lion. 

:  II.  Two  originals  of  each  law  fhall  be  made,  both  figned  by  the  king,  counter-fign- 
ed  by  the  minffter  of  juftice,and  fealtd  with  the  feal  of  ftate. 

The  one  fliall  be  depofited  in  the  archives  of  the  feal,  and  the  other  fhall  be  fent  to 
the  archives  of  the  legiflative  body. 
''    III.  Tha  promulgation  of  lawb  fhall  be  in  thefe  terms  : 

«' N.  (the  king's  name)  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  conflitutienal  law  of  the 
flate,  king  of  the  French,  to  all  prefent  and  to  come,  greeting.  The  national  affem- 
bly has  decreed,  and  we  will  and  ordain  as  follows  : 

[Here  a  literal  copy  of  the  decree  fhall  be  inferted,  without  any  variation.] 

*' V7e  command  and  ordain  to  all  adminiftrative  bodies  and  courts  of  juftice,  to 
eaufe  thefe  prefents  to  be  tranfcribed  on  their  regiflers,  read,  publifhed,  and  polled 
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up  in  their  departments,  and  refpective  jurisdictions,  and  executed  as  a  law  of  the 
realm  :  In  witnefs  of  which  we  have  figned  thefe  prefcnts,  to  which  we  have  caufed 
the  feal  of  the  ftate  to  be  affixed  " 

IV.  If  the  king  is  a  minor,  laws,  proclamations,  and  other  acts  proceeding  from  the 
royal  authority  during  the  regency,  fhali  be  conceived  in  thefe  terms  : 

"  N.  (the  name  of  the  regent)  regent  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  name  of  N.  (the 
king's  name)  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  conftitutional  law  of  the  ftate,  king  of  the 
French,  &c." 

V.  The  executive  power  is  bound  to  fend  the  laws  to  the  adminiftrative  bodies,  and 
courts  of  juftice,  to  fee  that  they  are  fo  fent,  and  to  anfwer  for  it  to  the  legiflative 
body. 

VI-  The  executive  power  cannqt  make  any  law,  not  even  provifional,  but  merely 
proclamations^tonforraable  to  the  laws,  to  ordain  or  enforce  their  execution. 

SECTION    If. 

Of  the  internal  adminiflration. 

I.  There  is  in  each  department  a  fuperior  adminiftration,  and  in  each  diftrict  a 
fubordinate  adminiftration. 

II.  The  adminiftrators  have  no  character  of  reprefentation  : 

They  are  agents  chofen  for  a  time  by  the'people,  to  exercifc,  under  their  fuperin- 
tendance,  and  the  authority  of  the  law,  the  adminiftrative  functions. 

III.  They  cannot  intermeddle  in  the  exercife  of  the  legiflative  power,  nor  fufpend 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  nor  can  they  affume  any  authority  over  judicial  proceed- 
ings, or  over  military  difpofitions  and  operations. 

IV.  The  adminiftrators  arc  eflentially  charged  with  the  repartition  of  direct  taxes, 
and  fuperintendir.g  the  appropriation  of  themonien  arifingfrom  all  the  contribution!! 
and  public  revenues  within  their  territory.      It  belongs  to   the  legiflative  power  to 
eftablifh  the  rules  and  method  of  their  functions,  as  well  refpecting  the  objects  above 
mentioned,  as  every  other  part  of  internal  adminiftration. 

V.  The  king  has  the  right  of  annulling  fuch  acts  of  the  adminiftrators  of  depart- 
ments, as  are  contrary  to  the  law,  or  the  orders  tranfmitted  to  them  : 

He  may,  in  cafe  of  obftinate  difobedience,  or  of  their  endangering,  by  their  acts, 
the  fafety  or  peace  of  the  public,  fufpend  them  from  their  functions. 

VI.  The  adminiftrators  of  departments  have  alfo  the  right  of  annulling  the  act  of 
fub-adminiftrators  of  diftricts,  contrary  to  the  laws  or  refolves  of  adminiftrators  of  de- 
partments, or  to  the  orders  which  the  latter  fliall  have  given  or  tranfmitted.     They 
may  likewife,  in  cafe  of  an  obftinate  difobedience  on  the  part  of  the  fub-adminiftra- 
tors, or  if  the  latter  endanger,  by  their  acts,  the  public  fafety  or  tranquility,   fufpend 
them  from  their  functions,  with  the  referve  of  informing  the  king,  who  may  remove 
cr  confirm  the  fufpenfion. 

VII.  The  king,  if  the  adminiftrators  of  departments  fhall  not  ufe  the  power  which  is 
delegated  to  them  in  the  above  article,  may  directly  annul  the  acts  of  fub-adminiftra- 
tors, and  fufpend  them  in  the  fame  cafes. 

VIII.  Whenever  the  king  fliall  pronounce  or  confirm  the  fufpenfion  of  adminiftra- 
tors, or  fub-adminiftrators,  he  fliall  inform  the  legiflative  body  thereof. 

This  body  may  eithsr  remove  or  confirm  the  fufpenfion,  or  even  diflolve  the  cul- 
pable adminiftration  ;  and,  if  there  is  ground,  remit  all  the  adminiftrators,  or  fome  of 
them,  to  the  criminal  tribunals,  or  iflue  againft  them  a  decree  of  accufaticn. 

SECTION    Iir. 
Of  external  connections* 

I.  The  king  alone  can  interfere  in  foreign  political  connections,  conduct  negocla- 
tions,  make  preparations  of  war  proportioned  to  thofe  of  the  neighbouring  ftatcs,  dif* 
tribute  the  land  and  fea  forces  as  he  fhali  jndge  moft  fuitable,  and  regulate  their  di- 
rection in  cafe  of  war. 

II.  Every  declaration  of  war  fliall  be  made  in  thefe  terms — By  the  king  of  the  French, 
in  the  name  of  the  nation. 

III.  It  belongs  to  the  king  to  agree  upon,  and  fign,  with  all   foreign  powers,  all 
treaties  of  peace,  alliance,  and  commerce,  and  other  conventions,  which  he  fhall  judge 
neceflary  for  the  welfare  of  the  ihte,    faving  the    ratification  of  the  legiflative 
fcody. 


1 8  fhe  French  Conftitution. 

CHAPTER   v. 

Of  tie  judicial  fo-wer. 

I.  The  judicial  power  can  in  no  cafe  be  exercifed  either  by  the  legiflative  body  or 
the  king. 

II.  Juftice  lhall  be  gratuitotifly  rendered,  by  judges  chofen  for  a  time  by  the  peo- 
ple, inftituted  by  letters  patent  of  the  king,  who  cannot  refufe  the  fame  ;  and  who 
cannot  be  depofed,  except  on  a  forfeiture  duly  judged  ;  or  fufpended,  except  on  an  ac- 
cufation  admitted.     The  public  accufer  fliall  be  named  by  the  people. 

III.  The  tribunals  cannot  either  interfere  in  the  exercife  of  the  legiflative  power, 
or  fufpend  the  execution  of  the  laws,  or  undertake  the  adminiftrative  functions,  or  cite 
before  them  the  adminiitrators  on  account  of  their  functions. 

IV.  No  citizens  can  be  withdrawn  from  the  judges  whom  the  law  afligns  to  them, 
by  any  commtflion,  or  by  any  other  attributions  or  evocations  than  thofe  which  are  de- 
termined  by  the  laws- 

V.  The  right  of  the  citizens  definitively  to  decide  their  contentions,   by  way  of 
arbitration,  cannot  be  infringed  by  any  act  of  the  legiflative  body. 

VI.  The  ordinary  tribunals  (hall  not  receive  any  civil  action,  unlefs  it  be  proved  to 
them  that  the  parties  have  appeared,  or  that  the  plaintiff  has  cited  his  adverfe  party 
before  mediators,  to"  effect  a  reconciliation. 

VII.  There  mail  be  one  or  more  judges  of  peace  in  the  cantons  and  in  the  cities. 
The  number  {hall  be  determined  by  the  legiflative  power. 

VIII.  It  belongs  to  the  legiflative  power  to  regulate  the  diftricts  of  tribunals,  and 
the  number  of  judges  of  which  each  tribunal  (hall  be  compofed. 

IX.  In  criminal  matters,  no  citizen  can  be  judged,  except  on  an  accufation  received 
by  jurors,  or  decreed  by  the  legislative  body,  in  the  cafes  in  which  it  belongs  to  it  to 
profecHte  the  accusations  : 

Afcer  the  accufation  fliall  be  admitted,  the  fad  (hall  be  examined,  and  declared  by 
the  jurors  : 

The  party  accufed  fhalKhave  the  privilege  of  rejecting  twenty  : 

The  jurors  who  declare  the  fad:,  mail  not  be  fewer  than  twelve  : 

The  application  of  the  law  fhall  be  made  by  judges. 

The  procefs  fliall  be  public ;  and  the  accufed  cannot  be  denied  the  afiiflance  of 
counfel : 

No  man  acquitted  by  a  legal  jury,  can  be  apprehended  or  accufed  again  on  account 
of  the  fame  fact. 

X.  No  man  can  be  arrefted,  but  to  be  conducted  before  the  police  officer  ;  and  no 
'  one  can  be  arrefted  or  detained,  but  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  of  the  officers  of  the  police, 

an  order  ©f  caption  from  a  tribunal,  a  decree  of  accnfation  from  the  legislative  body, 
in  cafes  where  it  is  competent  to  accufe,  or  a  judgment  of  imprifonment,  or  correction- 
al confinement. 

XI.  Every  man  arrefted  and  brought  before  the  officer  of  the  police,  fliall  be  ex- 
amined immediately,  or  at  furtheft  in  twenty-four  hours. 

If  it  appears  from  the  examination,  that  there  was  no  ground  of  accufation  againfl 
him,  he  mail  be  immediately  fet  at  liberty;  or  if  there  is  caufe  to  fend  him  to  the 
houfe  of  arreft,  he  fhall  be  carried  thither  within  the  Ihorteft  delay,  which  can  in  no 
cafe  exceed  three  days. 

XII.  No  perfon  arrefted  can  be  detained  if  he  give  fuffident  bail,  in  all  cafes  bailr- 
able  by  law. 

XIII.  No  man,  in  cafes  where  his  detention  is  legal,  can  be  carried  to  or  detained 
in  any  place,  but  thofe  which  are  legally  and  publicly  defignated  as  houfes  of  arreft, 
houfes  of  juftice,  or  prifons. 

XIV.  No  keeper  or  gaoler  can  receive  or  detain  any  man  but  by  virtue  of  a  war- 
rant, order  of  caption,  decree  of  accufation,  or  judgment  mentioned  in   the  loth  ar- 
ticle next  preceding,  nor  without  he  tranfcribe  the  fame  on  hisregifter. 

XV.  Every  keeper  or   gaoler  is  bound,  (and  no  order  whatever  can   excufe  him 
therefrom)  to  produce  the  perfon   of  the  prifoner  to  the  civil  officer  entrufted  with. 
the  police  of  the  houfe  of  confinement,  whenever  he  fhall  be   by  him  thereto  re- 
quired. 

The  producing  of  the  perfon  of  the  prifoner,  cannot  even  be  refufed  to  his  relations 
and  friends,  bearers  of  an  order  from  the  civil  officer,  who  fliall  always  be  bound  to 
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grant  it,  unlcfs  the  keeper  or  gaoler  fhall  fhew  him  an  order  of  the  judge,  tranfcribed 
on  his  regifter,  to  keep  him  from  all  communication. 

XVI.  Every  man,  whatever  may  be  his  office  or  employment,  other  than  thofe  to 
whom  the  law  gives  the  power  of  arrefling,  who  ihall  give,  fign,  execute,  or  caufe  to 
be  executed,  the  order  of  arrefting  a  citizen,  or  whoever,  even  in  cafes  of  lawful  ar- 
reftation,  mall  conduct,  receive,  or  detain  a  citizen,   in   a  place   of  confinement  not 
publicly  and  legally  defignated,  and  every  keeper  or  gaoler  who  Ihall  a<5t  contrary  to 
the  I4th  and  ijth  articles  next  preceding,  fhall  be  guilty  of  the  crime  of  arbitrary 
imprifonmtnt. 

XVII.  No  man  can  be  enquired  of,  or  profecuted,  on  account  of  writings  which  he 
fhall  have  caufed  to  be  printed  or  publifhed,  on  any  fubjedl  whatsoever,  ualefs  he  has 
wilfully  encouraged  Jiibbedience  to  the  laws,  the  reviling  of  the  eftablifhed  powers*, 
refiftance  to  their  adits,  or  fome  action  declared   by  law   to  be  a  crime  or  mifde- 
meanor. 

It  is  lawful  to  cenfure  the  a£s  of  the  eftsblifhed  powers  ;  but  voluntary  calumnies 
againft  the  probity  of  public  officers,  and  the  uprightnefs  of  their  intentions  in  the 
exercife  of  their  functions,  may  be  profccnted  by  thofe  who  are  the  objedts  there- 
of. 

Calumnies  and  abufe  againft  any  perfon  whatfover,  refpeding  their  private  life, 
Ihall  be  punifhed  en  their  profecution. 

XVIII.  No  one  can  be  condemned,  either  dvilly  or  criminally,  on  account  of  wri- 
tings printed  or  publifhed,  unlefs  it  has  been  found  and  declared  by  a  jury ;   ift,  That 
the  writing  in  queftion  is  criminal ;  ad,  That  the  defendant  is  guilty  of  the  crime. 

XIX.  For  the  whole  kingdom  there  fhall  be  one  tribunal  of  errors,  eftablifhed  near 
the  legiflative  body,     its  functions  fhall  be  to  pronounce, 

On  applications  to  quafh  judgments  rendered  by  the  tribunals  in  the  laft  refort ; 

On  applications  to  refer  caufes  from  one  tribunal  to- another,  on  lawful  grounds  of 
fufpicion  ; 

On  queftions  refpedlng  jurifdidion  or  cognizance,  and  fuits  brought  againft  a 
whole  tribunal,  for  illegal  or  corrupt  judgment. 

XX.  The  tribunal  of  errors  can  never  determine  on  the  merits  of  a  cafe  ;  but,  after 
annulling  a  judgment  in  a  procefs,  in  which  the  forms  have  been  violated,  or  which 
fhall  contain  an  exprefs  contravention  of  law,  it  fhall   refer  the  merits  of  the  cafe  to 
the  tribunal  that  ought  to  take  cognizance  of  them. 

XXL  When,  after  two  reverfals,  the  judgment  of  the  third  tribunal  fhall  be 
queftioned,  in  the  fame  way  as  that  of  the  former  two,  the  cafe  mall  not  be  carried 
again  to  the  tribunal  of  errors,  without  being  firft  Submitted  to  the  legiflative  body, 
which  fhall  pafs  a  decree  declaratory  of  the  law,  to  which  the  tribunal  of  appeal  fhall 
be  bound  to  conform. 

XXII.  Tha  tribunal  of  errors  fhall  be  bound  to  fend  every  year  to  the  bar  of  the 
legiflative  body,  a  deputation  of  eight  of  its  members,  to  prefent  a  ftatement  of  the 
judgments  given,  with  an  abftradt  of  the  cafe  annexed  to  each,  and  the  text  of  the 
law  which  was  the  ground  of  the  decifion. 

XXIII.  A  high  national  court,  compofed  of  members  of  the  tribunal  of  errors  and 
high  jurymen,  fhall  have  cognizance  of  the  crimes  of  minifters  and  principal  agents 
of  the  executive  power,  and  of  crimes  againft  the  general  fafety  of  the  ftate,  when 
the  legiflative  body  fhall  have  iffued  a  decree  of  accufation. 

They  fhall  not  conven-e  but  on  the  proclamation  of  the  legiflative  body,  and  at  the 
diftance  of  30,000  toifes  at  leaft  from  the  place  where  the  legiflature  fhali  hold  it* 
feflions. 

XXIV.  The  orders  iffued  for  executing  the  judgments  of  the  tribunals  fhall  be  con- 
ceived in  thefe  terms  : 

"  N,  (the  name  of  the  king)  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  by  ths  conftitutional  law 
of  the  .ftate,  king  of  the  French,  to  all  prefent  and  to  come,  greeting  :  the  tribunal 
of  -  has  paffed  the  following  judgment  :" 

( Here  Jball  follow  a  copy  of  the  judgment.) 

"  We  charge  and  enjoin  all  officers,  upon  the  prefect  demand,  to  put  th'e  fame 
judgment  into  execution,  to  our  commiffioners  of  the  tribunals  to  enforce  the  fame, 
and  to  all  the  commanders  and  officers  of  the  public  force  to  be  affiiting  with  their 
force,  when  it  fhall  be  legally  required  :  In  witneis  of  which,  the  prefent  judgment 
has  been  fcaled  and  figned  by  the  prcfide,pt  of  the  tribunal,  and  by  the  regifter," 
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XXV.  The  function  of  the  king's  commiflioners  i»  the  tribunals,  fhall  be,  to  re- 
quire the  observance  of  the  laws  in   the  judgment  to  be  given,  and  to  caufe  them  to 
be  executed  after  they  are  palled  : 

They  {hall  not  be  public  accufers ;  but  they  (hall  be  heard  on  all  occafions,  and  fhall 
require,  during  fuch  procefs,  regularity  of  forms,  and,  before  judgment,  the  application 
of  the  law. 

XXVI.  The  king's  commiffioners  in  the  tribunals  fhall  prefent  to  the  director  of  the 
jury,  either  officially  or  according  to  orders  ^iven  them  by  the  king  : 

Offences  agamft  the  individual  liberty  of  citizens,  againft  the  free  circulation  of  pro- 
viiiuris,  and  the  colledion  of  contributions ; 

Offences  by  which  tha  execution  of  orders  given  by  the  king,  in  the  exercife  of  the 
functions  delegated  to  him,  Ihall  be  diflurbed  or  impeded  ;  offences  againft  the  law 
*jf  nations,  and  oppofitiou  to  the  execution  of  judgments,  or  of  any  executive  ad  pro- 
ceeding from  eftablifhed  powers. 

XXVII.  The  miuifter  of  juftice  fhall  prefent  to  the  tribunal  of  errors,  through  the 
lung's  commifiioner,  fuch  ads  in  which  the  judges  fhall  have  exceeded  their  jurifdic- 
tion  : 

The  tribunal  fhall  annul  thofe  acts,  and  if  they  give  ground  for  forfeiture,  the  fact 
fhall  be  represented  to  the  legislative  body,  which  fhall  ifiue  a  decree  of  accufation, 
and  refer  the  parties  informed  againft  to  the  high  national  court. 
HEAD       IV. 
Of  the  public  fores. 

I.  The  public  force  is  inftituted  to  defend  the  ftate  againft  external  enemies ;  and 
to  maintain  internal  order,  and  the  execution  of  the  laws. 

II.  Icis  compofed  of  the  land  and  fea  forces  ;  of  the  troops  fpecially  deftined  for 
homefervice;  and,  fubfidiarily,  of  the  active  citizens,  and  their  children  of  age  t» 
bear  arm*,  regiftered  in  the  roll  of  national  guards. 

III.  The  national  guards  do  not  form  a  military  body,  or  an  inftitution  in  the  ftate; 
they  are  the  citizens  themfelves  called  to  affift  the  public  force. 

IV.  The  citizens  can  never  embody  themfelves,  or  act  as  national  guards,  but   by 
virtue  of  a  requiiition,  or  a  legal  authority. 

V.  They  are  fubjed,  in  this  quality,  to  an  organization,  to  be  determined  by  the 
law: 

They  fhall  be  diftinguifhed,  in  the  whole  kingdom,  by  only  one  form  of  difcipline, 
and  one  uniform  : 

Diftinctions  of  rank  and  fubordination  fubfifl  only  relatively  to  the  fervice,  and  dur- 
ing its  continuance. 

VI.  Officers  are  chofen  for  a  time,  and  cannot  again  be  chofcn,  till  after  a  certain 
interval  of  fervice  as  privates. 

None  fhall  command  the  national  guard  of  more  than  one  diftrict. 

VII.  All  the  parts  of  the  public  force,  employed  for  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  from  fo- 
reign enemies,  are  under  the  command  of  the  king. 

VIII.  No  body  or  detachment  of  troops  of  the  line  can  act  in  the  internal  part  of 
the  kingdom,  without  a  legal  requifition. 

IX.  No  agent  of  the  public  force  can  enter  the  houfe  of  a  citizen,  unlefi  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  legal  orders  of  the  courts  or  of  the  police,  or  in  cafes  formally  provided  for 
by  the  law. 

X.  '1  he  requifition  of  the  public  force,  in  the  internal  part  of  the  kingdom,  belongs 
to  the  civil  officers,  according  to  the  regulations  provided  by  thelegiflative  power. 

XI.  When  any  department  is  in  a  ftate  of  commotion,  the  king  fhall  iffue,  fubject 
to  the  refponfihjtity  of  miuifters,  the  neccflary  orders  for  the  execution  of  laws,  and 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  order ;  but  with  the  referve  of  informing  the  legiflative  body, 
if  it  is  affembled,  and  of  convoking  it,  if  it  be  not  fitting. 

XII.  The  public  force  is  effentially  obedient — no  armed  body  can  deliberate. 

XIII.  The  land  and  fea  forces,  and  the  troops  defKncd  for  internal  fafety,  are  fub- 
jed to  particular  laws,  as  well   for  the  prefervation  of  difcipline,  as  reflecting   the 
mode  of  trial,  and  the  nature  of  the  penalties,  in  cafe  of  military  offences. 
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HE     AD        V. 

Of  public  contributions. 

I.  Public  contributions  faall  be  debated  and  fixed  every  year  by  the  legiflative  bo- 
fry,  and  cannot  continue  in  force  longer  than  the  lad  day  of  the  following  ftflion,  if 
they  are  not  exprcfsly  renewed. 

II.  The  funds  neceffary  to  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt,  and  the  payment  of 
the  civil  lift,  can  under  no  pretext  berefufed  or  fufpended. 

The  falary  of  the  minifters  of  the  catholic  \vorfhip,  who  are  pe«fioned,  continued, 
elected,  or  nominated,  by  virtue  of  the  decrees  of  the  conftituent  national  wffembly, 
conftitutes  a  par,t  of  the  national  debt. 

The  legiflative  body  cannot,  in  any  cafe,  charge  the  nation  with  the  payment  of  the 
4t!cbts  of  any  individual. 

III.  Particular  itatements  of  the  expenditures  of  the  minifterial  departments,  fign- 
cd  and  certified  by  the  mitufters  or  heads  of  departments,  fhall  be  printed  and  pubhfh- 
ed  at  the  beginning  of  each  fcflion  of  thelegiflature. 

It  {hall  be  the  fame  with  the  ftatements  of  the  receipts  of  the  feveral  contributions, 
and  of  all  the  public  revenues. 

-  The  feveral  ftatements  of  thefe  receipts  and  expenditures  fhall  be  diftinguifhcd  ac- 
cording to  tenor  thereof,  and  fhall  exprefs  the  fums  received  and  expended,  year  by 
year,  in  each  diftrict. 

The  particular  expenditures  of  each  department,  and  thofe  that  relate  to  the  tribu- 
nals, adminiftrative  bodies,  and  other  eftablifhments,  fhall  be  publifhed  in  like  manner. 

IV.  The  adminiftrators  of  departments,  and    fub-adminiftratorsj  can  neither  efta- 
blifh  any  public  contribution,  nor  make  any  diftributiori  beyond  the  time  and  the  foms 
fixed  by  the  legiflative  body,  nor  deliberate,  or  permit,  without  being  authorifed  by 
it,  any  local  loan  to  be  charged  to  the  citizens  of  the  department. 

V  The  executive  power  directs  and  fuperintends  the  collection  and  paying  in  of 
contributions,  and  gives  the  neceffary  orders  to  this  effect. 

HEAD       VI. 

Of  the  connexion  of  the  French  nation  with  foreign  nations. 
The  French   nation  renounces  the  undertaking  of  any  war  with  a  view  of  making 
eonquefts,  and  will  never  employ  irs  forces  ngainft  the  liberty  uf  any  people. 
The  conftitution  no  longer  admits  the  Droit  if  Aulalne.     - 

Foreigners,  whether  fettled  in  France  or  not,  inherit  the  property  of  their  kindred, 
whether  foreigners  or  Frenchmen.  They  can  contract,  acquire,  and  receive  proper- 
ty in  France,  and  difpofe  of  it  as  well  as  any  citizen,  in  every  mode  authorifed  by  the 
law. 

Foreigners  in  France  are  fubjed  to  the  fame  criminal  laws  and  regulations  of  po- 
lice as  French  citizens  (Hiving  the  conventions  entered  into  with  foreign  powers)  their 
.perfons,  effects,  induflry,  and  religion,  are  equally  protected  by  the  law. 

HEAD       VII. 
Of  the  revifon  ofths  conflitutional  decrees. 

I.  The  conftituent  national  affembly  declares,  that  the  nation  has  the  una'ienable 
right  of  altering  its  conftitution,  neverthelefs,  confidering  that  it  is  better  for  the  gen- 
eral intercft  to  exercife,  by  means  only  derived  from  the  conllitution  itfelf,  the  power 
of  reforming  fuch  articles  as  experience  might  prove  to  be  inconvenient,  the  affembly 
decrees,  that  it  fhail  be  done  by  an  affembly  of  revifior.  in  the  following  form  : 

II.  When  three  following  legiflatures  fhall  have  exprefled  an  uniform  wifh  for  the 
altering  of  fome  conftitutional  articles,  there  fhall  be  ground  for  the  wifhed  for  revi- 
fion. 

III.  It  (ball  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  next  legislature,  nor  of  that  which  fhall  fol- 
low it,  to  propofe  the  reformation  of  any  conftitutional  article. 

IV.  Of  the  three  legiflatures,  which  mav  hereafter  propofe  alterations,  the  two  for- 
mer fhull  not  take  that  object  into  confederation  but  in  the  two  laft  months  of  their 
feffioiv,  and  the -third  at  the  end  of  its  firft  annual  feffi^j,  or  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fecond 

Their  deliberations  on  this  fubject  fhall  be  fubmitted  to  the  fame  form  as  legifla- 
tive ads,  bet  the  decrees  by  which  they  fhall  have  exprcffed  their  wifh  fhall  not  re- 
quire the  royal  fanction. 
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V.  The  fourth  legiflature,  increafedby  349  members  elected  in  each  department^ 
being-  double  the  ufual  numbers  according  to  the  ratio  of  population,  {hall  compofe  the 
afler.ibly  of  revifio'n. 

Thofe  249  members  fhall  be  ele6led  after  the  termination  of  the  election  of  mem- 
bers to  the  icgiflative  hody,  and  there  (hall  be  made  a  feparate/»w$/}  verbal  thereof. 
The  aflembiy  of  revifion  fhall  confilt  of  one  houfe  only. 

VI.  Th-  members  of  the  third  Icgiilature,  which  ihall  have  been  called  for  the  a- 
mendmcuts,  cannot  be  elected  to  the  aflembly  of  revifion 

ViJ.  The  members  of  the  aflembly  of  revifion,  after  having  pronounced,  all  toge- 
ther, the  oath,  "  To  live  free  or  die''  fhall  individually  take  tne  oath,  "  To  confine 
themfelves  to  the  objects  which  fhall  have  been  fubmitted  to  them  by  the  uniform 
wifh  of  the  three  preceding  legiflatures  ;  and  further  to  maintain,  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  power,  the  conflitution  of  the  kingdom,  decreed  by  the  conftituent  national  af- 
fembly, in  the  years  1789, 1790,  and  1791,  and  to  be  faithful,  in  every  thing,  to  the 
nation,  the  law,  and  the  king." 

VIII.  The  aflembly  of  revifion  fhall  be  bound  to  take  immediately  afterwards  in- 
to conikleration,  the  objects  which  fhall  have  been  fubmitted  to  thsm,  and  as  foon  as 
their  labours  mall  be 'completed,  the  549  members,  added  to  their  number,  fhall  with- 
draw, without  taking  a  part  in  any  legiflative  act. 


The  French  colonies  and  pofleflions  in  Afia,  Africa,  and  America,  although  they 
conftitute  a  part  of  the  French  empire,  are  not  included  in  the  prefent  constitution. 


None  of  the  powers  inflitHted  by  th«  conflitution,  have  a  right  to  alter  it  in  whole 
or  in  part,  except  fuch  alterations  as  may  be  made  by  the  method  of  revifion,  agreea- 
bly to  the  above  7th  article. 

The' conilituent  natidhal  aflembly  commits  this  depofit  to  the  fidelity  of  the  legif- 
lative body,  of  the  king,  and  of  the  judges,  to  the  vigilance  of  fathers  of  families,  to 
wives  and  mothers,to  the  affection  of  young  citizens,  and  to  the  courage  of  all  Frcnch- 


The  decrees  iflued  by  the  conftituent  national  affembly,  which  are  not  included  ia 
the  conftitutional  act,  fhall  be  executed  as  laws,  and  fuch  former  laws  as  it  has  not 
repealed,  flwll  be  in  like  manner  obferved,  while  they  fhall  not  have  been  repealed  or 
altered  by  the  legiflative  power. 

(Signed)  VERNIER,    Prefident. 

Pougeard,  Couppe,    Mailiy  Chateaurenaud,  Chaillon,  Aubry,  Bijlop  of  t&t 
Department  of  the  Mfttfe,  and  Darche,  Secretaries. 


September  3d,  1791. 

The  national  aflembly  after  reading  of  the  above  conftitutional  aft,  and  after  hav- 
ing approved  thereof,  declares,  that  the  conftitution  is  completed,  and  they  cannot  al- 
ter any  part  thereof. 

There  fhall  be  appointed  immediately  a  deputation  of  60  members,  to  prefent  this 
day,  the  conftitutional  adt  to  the  king.  « 

(Signed)  VERNIER,    Prefident. 

H  Pougeard,  Couppe,  Mailly  Chateaurenaud,   Chaillon,  Aubry,   JBiJkof  of  tks* 
Department  of  the  Mc"fe,  and  Darche,  Secretaries. 

Conformable  to  the  copy  printed  at  Paris,  the  5th  Sept.  1791,  and  figned, 

B  A  U  D  O  U I  N. 
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